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PURPOSE:
This Policy Directive establishes guidelines to ensure the educational stability of children who are in
an out-of-home placement.

BACKGROUND:

FEDERAL AND STATE LAW IN REFERENCE TO EDUCATION FOR FOSTER CARE
CHILDREN

Fostering Connections Act

The Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act of 2008 requires child welfare
agencies to develop a plan for ensuring the educational stability of children in foster care, to include
collaboration with local education agencies to ensure that a child entering foster care remains in the
school of origin if it is in the child’s best interest. If it is in the best interest of the child to transfer
from the school of origin, the child must be immediately enrolled in a local school serving the out-of-
home placement, even if the required documentation is not readily available.

Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015

Every Student Succeeds Act, 20 U.S.C. §§ 6301, et seq. (ESSA) amended Title I, Part A Elementary
and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) - No Child Left Behind Act of 2002. ESSA promotes stability
and success for students in foster care by allowing them to remain in their schools of origin if in their
best interests. Under ESSA, the local DSS is responsible for determining whether it is in the best
interests of a child in an out-of-home placement to remain in a school of origin or to transfer to the
school serving the geographic area where the out-of-home placement is located. In making this
determination, a local DSS is directed to collaborate with the local education agency (LEA). In
addition, ESSA requires that the LEA collaborate with the local DSS to develop and implement clear
written transportation procedures that include logistics and funding. Further, ESSA requires that all
children in out-of-home placements (children in foster care, kinship care, group care, or residential
treatment care over whom the local DSS has custody or guardianship) are treated in the same way
with respect to school stability by removing the phrase “awaiting foster care placement” from the
definition of “homeless children and youths™ in the McKinney-Vento Act of 1987.

Child & Family Services Improvement and Innovation Act

Pursuant to the Child and Family Services Improvement and Innovation Act (Pub. L. 112-34),
Title IV-B/IV-E agencies, such as DHS, must meet the educational stability case plan
requirement at the time of each placement change and not just at the initial placement into foster
care.

Maryland State Regulations

Under Maryland regulation, COMAR 07.02.11.12, the local DSS must ensure school stability for
children who are placed in the custody of, committed to, or otherwise placed by the local DSS in
out-of-home placement by determining if it is in the best interests of the child to continue to
attend the school the child last attended prior to the most recent change in placement.
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ACTION:

e To clarify the responsibilities of the local DSS and local education agency (LEA) with regard
to school enrollment of children in out-of-home placement.

e To ensure that children in out-of-home placement who continue to attend their schools of
origin in accordance with their best interests have appropriate transportation plans.

e To ensure that the local DSS is adhering to the case plan requirements at the time of each
placement change and at the time of initial placement of a child into out-of-home
placement.

e To ensure that best interests determinations are made within five (5) business days of
every new or initial placement.

e To ensure proper documentation of a child’s educational information and progress in the
statewide automated child welfare information system, currently known as MD CHESSIE.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE LOCAL DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES

In accordance with ESSA, the local DSS have collaborated with the local education agencies (LEA)
to formulate written memoranda of understanding/agreement (MOA) regarding basic procedures
regarding the implementation of the requirements of ESSA. Each MOA outlines roles and
responsibilities of the parties. The local DSS, as the primary decision maker with respect to the
child’s best interests determination for school enrollment purposes, but in consultation with the LEA
must assess whether it is in a child’s best interests to remain in the school of origin or be transferred
to the school serving the child’s out-of-home placement. If the child’s placement or change of
placement is unanticipated or changes emergently, a best interests determination shall be made as
soon as possible, but no later than five (5) business days after the change in placement.

This best interests determination can be made during the Family Involvement Meeting (FIM)
resulting from the change in placement or another such meeting, and participation may occur through
in-person meetings, phone calls, emails, or other electronic means.

COMAR 07.02.11.12B, the DHS regulation that addresses school stability for students in out-of-
home placement, states that:

e The local DSS is responsible for immediately notifying the Foster Care Liaisons of the LEAs
at both the school of origin and the school serving the out-of-home placement when a child
has entered out-of-home placement and at each subsequent change of placement.

e The local DSS shall determine whether it is in the child’s best interests to continue to attend
the school last attended prior to the most recent change in placement within five (5) business
days of that change in placement. This determination should be documented in the child’s
official child welfare records and education records at the school.

e The caseworker and/or supervisor must complete the Best Interests Determination Form,
School Enrollment of Student in Out-of-Home Placement, (Appendix 1) and provide a
copy to the child’s school, parent, parent surrogate, legal guardian, and child’s attorney.

e The child will continue to be enrolled and maintain attendance in the school of origin while
the local DSS completes the best interests determination, and the local DSS will provide
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transportation for the child to the school of origin as it completes the best interests
determination.

In addition to using the above factors, where it may be applicable to the child, and if it is proposed
that a child enrolled in a nonpublic school setting (i.e. Type I, II, or III), the local DSS shall also
consider the following:

a. The number of instructional hours offered by the nonpublic education program, compared to
the number of instructional hours offered by the school of origin or local zoned school, and
whether the hours offered by the nonpublic education program are sufficient to meet the
child’s academic, emotional, and other special needs.

b. Whether the nonpublic education program offers the same courses and programs as the
child’s school of origin or local zoned school.

c. Whether enrollment in a nonpublic school program precludes a student from continuing in a
particular program when the student returns to public school.

d. Whether the child is likely to remain on track for grade promotion or graduation if enrolled in
a nonpublic school program.

e. Whether and to what extent the inability of the nonpublic school to award credits affects
child’s ability to earn full academic credit for the school year in the classes that the child
would otherwise take in a public school setting.

f.  Whether the nonpublic school program groups children in appropriate age cohorts and
provides a sufficient number of instructional hours.

g. Whether the nonpublic program, as determined by the child’s IEP team, can provide a free
appropriate public education, needed special education, and supplementary aids and services
with certified special education teachers and also provide related services and programmatic
modifications, specially designed instruction supports, and transition planning as detailed in
the child’s IEP.

h. Whether the child would be able to continue participating in extracurricular activities offered
in the school of origin or local zoned school where the child resides.

If the local DSS believes that the child may have special needs, it should notify the school and
request an evaluation, if no prior evaluation has been completed or provided to the caseworker.

COMPLETING THE BEST INTERESTS DETERMINATION FORM

The case worker and/or supervisor is to complete the Best Interests Determination Form, School
Enrollment of Student in Out-of-Home Placement (Best Interest Determination Form),
(Appendix 1) its entlrety as discussed below.

The Best Interests Determination Form is designed to focus discussion and ensure that all important
factors that are especially relevant to a particular child are discussed, evaluated, and checked off on
the Best Interests Determination Form, providing a record that these factors informed the best
interests determination for the child. In some circumstances one factor may be dispositive of the
determination, and in other circumstances, all factors must be considered together.

When making a best interests determination, the local DSS must seek input from the LEA where the
child’s school of origin is located, through the LEA Foster Care Liaison or other school of origin
representative such as a school counselor, classroom teacher, school social worker, school
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psychologist, pupil personnel worker, special education coordinator, coach, or other representative
from an extracurricular activity in which the student is involved.

Additionally, the local DSS must seek input from the following individuals unless doing so would
create an undue delay in placement:

Child’s Attorney;

Parent;

Parent Surrogate;

Legal Guardian;

Child (where developmentally appropriate); and

Other individuals who can contribute information relevant to the best interests determination
of the child.

Mo a0 op

When assessing the child’s best interests with respect to school enrollment, the local DSS shall
consider the following factors, as directed by COMAR 07.02.11.12B:

The child’s age;
The school which the child’s siblings attend;
The child’s experience at the school the child last attended;
The child’s academic needs;
The child’s emotional needs;
Any other special needs of the child;
Continuity of instructions;
Length of expected stay at current placement;
Likely location of the child’s future permanent placement;
Time remaining in the school year;
Distance and time of the commute (if the commute were to take place via car
provided by the local DSS through private car, foster parent, or caseworker,
etc.) and the impact it may have on the child’s education; and
. The safety of the child.
The cost of transportation to the school of origin is not a factor to be considered in determining the
best interests of the child for school selection.

ATIFR S0 00 o

All parties who were consulted on the decision are to be listed with their contact information. The
form and any relevant school attachments considered in the meeting should be scanned and uploaded
into the child’s file cabinet in MD CHESSIE.

Upon completion of the best interests determination, the local DSS must immediately notify both the
LEA of the school of origin and the LEA of the potential receiving school by providing a copy of the
child’s completed Best Interests Determination Form to the LEA Foster Care Liaisons or other LEA
designee.

e ITISIN THE CHILD’S BEST INTERESTS TO TRANSFER SCHOOLS

If the local DSS determines that it is not in the child’s best interests to remain in the school of origin,
the child should be enrolled immediately in the school serving the out-of-home placement. A child
whose placement changes or who is entering out-of-home placement for the first time is entitled to
immediate enrollment in the school serving the child’s out-of-home placement under COMAR
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13A.08.07.06. This means that anyone authorized to enroll a child under 13A.08.07.03-1 (a parent,
placement agency caseworker, a foster parent, a formal kinship care provider, a parent surrogate, an
education guardian, a residential child care program representative, the student, if the student is 18
years old or older, a court-appointed special advocate, or a court-appointed attorney) may enroll the
child in accordance with the child’s best interests in the school serving the child’s out-of-home
placement with the following documents:

1. Documentation that the child is in foster care, including:
(a) The parts of the most recent court order establishing legal custody or a
letter on local DSS letterhead stating that the child is in foster care; and
(b) A written statement of the address of the student’s out-of-home placement.
The written statement need not be in the form of a lease, utility bills, etc.,
and may be contained on a letter on local DSS letterhead.

2. Identification of the person who is authorized to enroll the student, including:

(a) Documentation that identifies the person as a local DSS caseworker, or
someone else authorized to enroll a child under COMAR 13A.08.07.03-1;
and

(b) Photo identification.

It is ultimately the responsibility of the local DSS to ensure enrollment occurs. The local DSS must
promptly present any additional required documentation after the child is enrolled in school. The
receiving school is responsible for ensuring that the child’s education records are provided from the
school of origin.

e IT IS IN THE CHILD’S BEST INTERESTS TO REMAIN AT THE SCHOOL OF
ORIGIN

If it has been determined that the child will remain in the school of origin, the local DSS shall
reimburse the LEA for additional transportation costs associated with transportation to a child’s
school of origin unless the local DSS assumes the responsibility for transporting the child.

COMAR 13A.08.07.6H, the Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) regulation regarding
school stability for children in out-of-home placement, directs that the LEA of the receiving school is
to provide transportation for the child to the school of origin unless the local DSS determines that it
will do so or until the local DSS has determined it is no longer in the child’s best interests to attend
the school of origin.

Under the MOAs created among the local DSS and LEA, by providing to the LEA serving the out-
of-home placement the child’s completed Best Interests Determination Form noting that the it is the
child’s best interests to continue to attend the school of origin, the LEA is on notice that it needs to
provide transportation for the child from the out-of-home placement to the school of origin, which
may be in a different LEA. The LEA has two (2) school days to begin mapping out a transportation
plan for a child and the Foster Care Liaison should be working in consultation with the caseworker to
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discuss possible resources that may exist for such transportation (e.g. a foster parent or case worker
who can drive a child for reimbursement through mileage, etc.).

TRANSPORTATION PLANS

In accordance with the applicable MOA, the LEA will develop and document the child’s
transportation plan by using the Transportation Plan Form, Attending School of
Origin from Out-of-Home Placement (Transportation Plan Form) (Appendix 2).
Once completed, the Foster Care Liaison will provide the Transportation Plan Form to
the local DSS. This form is to be verified by the local DSS, signed by the supervisor and
a copy is then placed in the child’s file cabinet in MD CHESSIE. Should the local DSS
determine that the transportation plan suggested and developed by the LEA is not
appropriate for that child; the local DSS will assume responsibility of transporting the
child to their school of origin and transport the child to the school of origin in an
appropriate fashion, including the use of privately-hired cars, reimbursed caseworkers,
etc.

In developing a child’s transportation plan, the LEA, in accordance with the applicable
MOA, will explore all available transportation resources to ensure that the most
appropriate plan is developed for the child.

The LEA will implement the child’s transportation plan within five (5) school days of
being notified of the best interests decision. It should be noted that during this timeframe,
the local DSS must continue to provide transportation for the child.

The local DSS is responsible for the additional costs associated with transportation of the
child. Additional costs mean all costs beyond what the LEA of the receiving school
would spend to transport the child to the school the child would otherwise attend had the
child not remained at the school of origin. Before requesting additional costs from the
local DSS, an LEA will look to funding the child’s transportation through other programs
providing transportation, such as IDEA through the child’s IEP or 504 Plan.

The Transportation Plan Form is not to be completed during the best interests
determination meeting.

An LEA transporting a child will provide invoices to the local DSS for the additional costs of that
transportation. The invoice must include the name of the child, timeframe of the services, and the
cost. Charges are to be completed in MD CHESSIE for each child under the service log. It is at the
discretion of each local DSS, as to who shall complete payments in MD CHESSIE under the service

log.

If the child is IV-E eligible and reimbursable, transportation costs to and from the
school of origin are IV-E allowable expenses as outlined in the child’s education stability
case plan.

That additional transportation cost for students, will be charged in MD CHESSIE using

cither code 2114 for IV-E eligible children or 7114 for non IV-E eligible children
under the service Education/Education Transportation Cost.
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e Ifthe IV-E eligible child is in a non-reimbursable placement, education transportation
costs should be charged to non-IV-E code 7114.

OBTAINING EDUCATION RECORDS AND INFORMATION FROM THE LOCAL
SCHOOL SYSTEM

To properly make a best interests determination and to ensure that such a determination remains
appropriate, caseworkers should have access to relevant school records. Documentation of a child’s
educational information and progress should also be maintained in MD CHESSIE.

Pursuant to the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, 20 U.S.C. § 6301, ef seq. as modified by
the Uninterrupted Scholars Act (Pub. Law 112-278), agency caseworkers or other representatives of
a state or local child welfare agency, or tribal organization who are authorized to access the child’s
case plan can access the child’s education records without having to obtain parental consent or a
court order.

This exception under the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) applies to children for
whom a public child welfare agency has legal responsibility for their care and protection, specifically
those in out-of-home placement. This exception under FERPA includes children placed under a
voluntary placement agreement, and youth co-committed to the Maryland Department of Juvenile
Services.

Individuals who can obtain education records under this exception, specifically those who have the
right to access the child’s case plan, include the following:

e The child’s case worker from the local DSS;

e The child’s caseworker from a private children and youth agency with whom the
Social Services Administration contracts;

e The supervisors or managers of the local department of social services;

o In the case of a co-committed child, the caseworker from the co-committing agency;
and

e  Other administrators with access to the case plan in accordance with State law for the
purpose of care of individual children.

To obtain a child’s education record, proof that the local DSS is responsible for the care of the child
must be provided. This proof can be in the form of a court order or written notification on agency
letterhead indicating that the agency has legal custody or is otherwise legally responsible for the care
and custody of the child. The records obtained may not be re-disclosed to any other person or entity
unless those individuals or entities are engaged in addressing the student’s educational needs and
authorized by the local DSS to receive such disclosures.
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DOCMENTATION OF CHILD’S EDUCATIONAL INFORMATION AND PROGRESS IN
MD CHESSIE

Pursuant to Title IV-E of the Social Security Act, child welfare agencies are required to maintain
education records in each child’s case plan file. MD CHESSIE contains the official record for each
child that is in an out—of-home placement. There are two areas in MD CHESSIE where the child’s
education record should be maintained and completed by the caseworker: Education tabs I-III in
CASE Plan-2; and the Education Folder.

CASEPLAN-2

In accordance with SSA Policy Directive #10-21, Case plan Documentation Clarification, Case plan
2 section 5, is dedicated to the child’s education. The case plan is intended to serve as a review of
what has transpired in the life of the case since the last case plan was completed. All narrative fields
must be completed, summarizing the child’s progress since the last case plan. The education folder
must be completed first in order for the education information to populate to the case plan.

Below is an example of a completed education tabs on the case plan 2.

TS LR VVEH, 511 1 IOS UNIGU Q LGLREIUE L YL B ISHN I 1S L LIS S LSS LA B S,

If the: child is pre-school age and developmentally delaved. is the child enrolled in a ™ Yes * No
special program?
Explain: e — o aes AP _Edit
Iz there a copy of the child’s current report card in the record ? i‘fes _;j
Explain: Edit
Kristin's last report card from the 4th term of 2012 was scanned into the file cabinet and shows a marked
improvement in the areas of science, world history. She is still struggling with algebra and math, however
she excels at reading and writing
52

1E P Information

Individual Education Plan: [Fleaded -1 IEF D ate: [OD/00/,0000 Hm

Diate Fequested: [02/13/2013  ER Date Scheduled: (03 m
Educatonal Parent E ducational Parent

Sunogate Reguested: ™ Yes 7 MNo Surrogate NMame: ~]

Indicate School Adjustment/Pefformance in Social/E motiornal Matters

Ak or Near Age Level: (5 ‘Yas ¢ Mo

Problems with Peers: & “Yas ¢ Mo Behavioral Problems. & “Yes ¢ Ma

Ermlin bas expernenced issues bonding wilth others st the school and has a ste-up when she broke

it @ boy she was seoing at school who had problems dealing with her difficulties aftes Fuarn
abuse., She is striving to mectily thizs and has jomned a debate chits at thes behest of her counselorn,
tizz Gilbest. in the hopes that she can form more attachments and begie o brust others and lead to
friimrdzshios i her remaining time at Middles e

Dazcribe the Child's Strengths and MNoeds: AT Eclit
Eriztin excels at reading and wiiting and has received an A in both areas and wiote a resoarch paper
on bullying that was chosen as a top paper at the school. Krhistin is still working with a tutor at
Middlewvale regarding math as she krnows thiz will be a key component in taking the SAT,

Child's Extra Curriculac Activities: ot
K ristin is oo, e ol 1 a d
She is wery happy with both of these activies.
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EDUCATION FOLDER
Educational information and progress must be documented for children in out-of-home placement.

The education folder should be completed in its entirety with the most recent and accurate
educational information on the child at the time of initial removal, if and when the child changes
schools, and at the commencement of each new school year. Each education entry must have a start
and exit date, with the exit reason. The education folder is to be completed even if the child is
considered “not attending”, (for example: AWOL or incarcerated youth) with the school where the
child is to be enrolled or the last school attended, until the child exits foster care. The use of “not in
school, emploved” or any such form of entry is pi’ohibited. The Best Interests Determination
Form should be scanned into the child’s file cabinet labeled with the date of decision. Information
that is required in the education folder should be updated as follows:

Changes in school placement (i.e. transfers, promotions, graduations),

Change in grade level, .

Best interest determination decisions and where the original document can be located,
Quarterly to document academic performance, (1st, 2™. 3™, 4™ quarter),

Changes in child’s behavior (i.e. disciplinary actions, progress reports),

Updates to IEP (Individual Education Program) or 504 Plans, and

Changes in child’s academic needs.:

OmMEYa®W»

Below is an example of a completed Education Folder in MD CHESSIE.
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E chcaticsrs L3 mtails
Sohool . o -

“Sohool Mame: [Middievals High School Sehool Entre Date: [0

Contact Flame: [Fizs Elema Gilbert Schaol Setting: |
Address Exlit Cesesbavct Teifo
234 M West Brooks S, Bakimore, MO | L 7
Sizna o
Fase [{ 1

e e [ T |

T ransportat 3
Hohwool S bl Edit Sohool Adiustment: Elit
F-F 0300 r diczting fire
E ducation
Type of Class: |Hioh School -1 Girade Last I:om:‘.lod I Grade 11 |
. = =2 L e e o -
1 1
Education E

Type of Class: |High School = Grade Last Completed: [Grade 11 v]
Current Grade Level: [Grade 12 -] Special EducationLeast [~ «|

Restrictive Environment

Functioning Grade Level: [Grade 12 - Codes:
Date Last Attended: |B4£I]3;’21]‘F 2 ﬁ Special Education Needs: Edit

Educational Performance

Tst Quarter: |Excellent  +|

2nd Quarter: |Excellent -

Fid Quarter: [Fair  ~] School Exit Reason: |Currently Envol ~ |
4th Quarter: I "’j School Exit Date: w m

Date nf | ast IFP- Im/nymp m Exit Comments: Edit | &8

Cuu'am s avedes

Educsation Dietails

See o | P =1 Schaol Exit Reason: [Comen -~
ath Quarter | =] School Exit Date: [00/00/0000 [y
Date of Last IEP. [04/03/2012 R E it 3 _Edit
Date of Withdrawal: [00/00/0000 [ |
Strength Edit Wssﬁm--uu Edit iRl

e g

Education Program: [ ~1 .

| Provide details of the Home and Hospitsl
E ducati Services ncluding whean
astablished. duration and frequency:  Edit E ducation Program Goal Edit

f £ = |
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L ]
Education Details
ol Ul Lasy icr., |U"fUN£UI 4 m B Sty =
Date of Withdrawak |DD»’DIJ)IJDDD i
Strengths: Edit ‘Weaknesses: Edit
Reading Math
Education Program: [Home and Hospital _~ | [El
Provide details of the Home and Hospital o
Educational Services including when
established, duration and frequency: Edit Education Program Goal Edit
Kristin was hospitalized for a time and
continued her education there
~|
 — 1
Education Details
Lo U Ly e Iulvluar‘ulﬁ ﬂ R S e perery A|
Date of Withdrawsal: IOﬂJUU:‘U:III! E
Strengths: Edit Weaknesses: Edit
Reading M ath
=
Education Program: [Home and Hospital | ﬂ
Provide details of the Home and Hospital
Educational Services including when
established. duration and frequency: Edit E ducation Program Goal; Edit
iztin was hospitalized for a time and
i her education there
~
1! |
Education Details
“If ves, 1 This is a pre-existing record prior to June 2012 s}
1. Completing secondary education or a program leading to an equivalent credential m
2. Ervalled in an rstitubion that provides post-secondary of vocshonal sducation ]
3. Paticipating in & program of activity designed to promote of remove barmers to employmernt =1
4. Employed tor at least 80 hours per morth [1
5. Incapable of doing any of the activities in (1)-[4] due to a medical condition, which v
incapability is supported by regularly updated information in the case plan of the child,
Disability Notes: Edit
Kristinn suffers from Generalized dnxisty Disorder which precludes her from working
Has the child changed schools due to placement? |Yes vl 1 |
Explain why it was in the child’s best interests to change schools: Edit
ristin is now in 3 different school due to her placement with Joan Black in Forter Care and the de temination
made it is in the best interest of Kristin to attend this new school as she was struggling more at her m
ious school, including incidents of bullying. Whereas Kristin has some issues with peers, she is adjusting Al
to this new school environment )
~ |
|
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BEST INTERESTS DETERMINATION FORM
SCHOOL ENROLLMENT OF STUDENT IN QUT-OF-HOME PLACEMENT

A copy of this document shall be kept in the student's education record and uploaded to the statewide automated child welfare
information system.

Student's Name:

State Assigned Student Identifier (SASID):

DOB:

Current School:

Previous School(s):
Date of Best Interests Determination Meeting:

Grade:

Best Interests Determination: A Checklist for Decision Making

Remaining in the School of Origin
Considerations

Social/lemotional considerations — the student’s
social and emotional wellbeing will be negatively
affected If transferred to a new school (considerations
include age of the student, location of siblings, etc.)

Length of anticipated stay in an out-of-home
placement location - in light of the anticipated
short duration of the stay, the student would benefit
from the continuity offered by remaining at the school
of origin where meaningful relationships exist.

Continuity of instruction - the student has
experienced frequent school changes or has aftended
the school of origin for an extended period of time, and
would be best served by remaining at the school of
origin (considerations include credits necessary for
graduation and preparation for future instruction).

Transferring to a New School
Considerations

U Sociallemotional considerations — the student’s
social and emotional wellbeing will be positively
affected or will not be substantially affected if
transferred to the potential receiving school
(considerations include age of the student, location
of siblings, etc.)

U Length of anticipated stay in an out-of-home
placement location — the student’s current
living situation appears to be stable and unlikely to
change suddenly, so the student will benefit from
establishing new relationships with school peers in
the potential receiving school.

U Continuity of instruction — the student has not
attended the school of origin for very long and will
be best served at the potential receiving school
(considerations include credits necessary for
graduation and preparation for future instruction).

O Academic performance - the transfer will significantly O Academic performance — the transfer will not
and adversely affect the student's academic significantly and adversely affect the student's
performance. academic performance.

U Unique educational needs or academic and O Unique educational needs or academic and
extracurricular interests — the student’s special extracurricular interests — the student’s special
educational needs (IEP or 504 Plan) or unique educational needs (IEP or 504 Plan) or unique
academic and extracurricular interests cannot be met academic and extracurricular interests can be met
at the potential receiving school. at the potential receiving school.

L safety of the student - the school of origin is a safe L) safety of the student — the new school will be a
environment for the student. safer environment for the student.

O Transportation considerations — the advantages of (J Transportation considerations — the length of the

remaining in the school of origin outweigh any potential
disadvantages presented by the length of the
commute.

commute to the school of origin is excessive and
may adversely affect the student’s concentration,
attitude, or readiness for school.

Attach all documents relevant to the student’s best interests determination. Check any that apply.

|IEP Plan or 504 Plan
Correspondence from individuals consulted.
Other:

[l Report Cards/Progress Reports [l
[l Achievement Data (test scores) L1
[l Attendance Data |




Policy Directive-SSA-CW #18-8
- Appendix 1
Best Interests Determination Meeting Participants
In reaching the best interests determination, the CWA should make all reasonable efforts to include or consult
individuals with knowledge of the student (student’s attomey, parent, parent surrogate, and legal guardian) in addition

to representatives of the LEA and any other person with information relevant to the best interests determination,
including the student, if appropriate. The following individuals provided input in determining the school placement.

Relationship to Student Name Contact Information

Best Interests Determination

U Itis not in the student's best interests to remain enrolled in the school of origin. The student will
be enrolled in the school serving the current residence.
Name of School:

NOTE: If a change in enrollment is in the student's best interests, enroliment should take place immediately at the new school. To
enroll the student in the new school, all that is needed is documentation showing that the student is in out-of-home placement, the
address of the out-of-placement, proof of authorization to enroll the student in school, and identification of the person enrolling the
student. All other educational records will be provided to the new school promptly and in accordance with state and federal law.

O Itis in the student’s best interests to remain enrolled in the school of origin.
Name of School:

Interim Transportation Plan
Complete only if the student will remain in the school of origin.

While the LEA works to develop and establish a Transportation Plan for the student to attend the school
of origin from the out-of-home placement, a period of time that could be up to five (5) school days, the
student will be transported to the school of origin in the following manner:

Considerations for the LEA in Establishing a Transportation Plan for the Student

Complete only if the student will remain in the school of origin.
In developing a Transportation Plan, the LEA should consider the following needs of the student:

Case Worker Name Case Worker Signature Date

2



Policy Directive-SSA-CW #18-8
Appendix 2

TRANSPORTATION PLAN FORM
ATTENDING SCHOOL OF ORIGIN FROM OUT-OF-HOME PLACEMENT

Once completed, a copy of this document shall be kept in the student’s education record and uploaded to the statewide automated
child welfare information system.

Student Name:

Student DOB: Student School ID No.: Current Grade:

Local Department of Social Services (CWA):

The LEA is responsible for implementing the Transportation Plan that will be in place within five (5) school
days of the LEA learning of the student's Best Interests Determination. In the interim, the CWA is
responsible for implementing the student’s interim transportation plan.

The LEA verifies that:

1. The following efforts were taken to identify a no-cost or low-cost transportation service from the
student's out-of-nome placement to the school of origin (i.e., transportation provided by foster
resource; use of existing bus routes, other public transportation) (check all that apply):

U Exploration of existing school bus routes and public transportation to determine if feasible to add
a stop or make some other low/no-cost request.

M Discussion with CWA regarding whether a foster parent or custodian can assist in transporting
student and receive reimbursement from CWA for mileage.

[1  Other:

2. After reviewing possible low-cost and no-cost transportation options for the student, the LEA has
determined (check the applicable option):
0 No existing transportation option can be reasonably modified to maintain the student in the school
of origin from the new living placement.
(I An existing transportation option can be reasonably modified to maintain the student in the school
of origin from the new living placement. The modification consists of:

Ll An existing transportation option that can maintain the student in the school of origin from the new
living placement exists. The existing option is:

STUDENT’S TRANSPORTATION PLAN

1. The most cost effective, appropriate transportation option for maintaining the student in the school of
origin is:

2. Additional costs for this transportation will be covered according to previously agreed upon
procedures set by the LEA and CWA in the Educational Stability Memorandum of Agreement.

3. These transportation procedures will be implemented on , within five (5) school
days of the LEA learning of the Best Interests Determination. (date)
LEA Authorization (signature) (printed name) (title) (date)

CWA Authorization (signature) (printed name) (title) (date)
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